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Stereoselective synthesis of dialkyl 3-spiroindanedione-1,2,3,3a-
tetrahydropyrrolo[1,2-a]quinoline-1,2-dicarboxylates
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Abstract

The 1:1 intermediate generated by the addition of quinoline to dialkyl acetylenedicarboxylates is trapped by 1,3-indanedione to yield
dialkyl 3-spiroindanedione-1,2,3,3a-tetrahydropyrrolo[1,2-a]quinoline-1,2-dicarboxylates in good yields. The structures of these products
were confirmed by NMR and single-crystal X-ray diffraction studies.
� 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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The quinoline moiety is present as a substructure in a
broad range of biologically active compounds, most nota-
bly within anti-malaria agents.1 Due to their biological
importance, quinoline derivatives such as pyrroloquino-
lines have become synthetic targets of many organic and
medicinal chemists.2–7 The rich and fascinating chemistry
that stems from the addition of nucleophiles to activated
acetylenic compounds has evoked considerable interest.
N-Heterocycles are known to form zwitterions with
activated acetylene compounds such as dimethyl acetylene-
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dicarboxylate.8–10 These zwitterions can be trapped
by a variety of electrophiles and proton donors, which is
a novel protocol for the synthesis of heterocyclic
compounds.8–13

In this Letter, we report the results of our studies involv-
ing the reactions of zwitterions derived from quinoline (1)
and dialkyl acetylenedicarboxylates 2 in the presence of
1,3-indanedione (3), which constitutes a synthesis of dialkyl
3-spiroindanedion-1,2,3,3a-tetrahydropyrrolo[1,2-a]quino-
line 1,2-dicarboxylates 4 (Scheme 1).14
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The structures of compounds 4a–c were deduced from
their elemental analyses and their IR, 1H NMR and 13C
NMR spectra and a single-crystal X-ray analysis of one
of them. For example, the 1H NMR spectrum of 4a exhi-
bited five signals identified as methoxy (d 3.50 and 3.88
ppm) and methine (d 4.19, 4.87 and 5.03 ppm) protons,
along with multiplets for the aromatic region. The 1H-
decoupled 13C NMR spectrum of 4a showed 24 distinct
resonances, which confirmed the proposed structure. The
Fig. 1. X-ray crystal structure of 4a. ORTEP-III plot;15 arbitrary atom
numbering.
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IR spectrum of 4a displayed characteristic carbonyl bands
(1752, 1725, 1720 and 1705 cm�1). The 1H NMR and 13C
NMR spectra of 4b and 4c were similar to those for 4a

except for the ester moieties, which exhibited characteristic
resonances in appropriate regions of the spectrum.

Unambiguous evidence for the structure and stereo-
chemistry of 4a was obtained from a single-crystal X-ray
analysis. An ORTEP15 diagram of 4a is shown in Figure
1. There are four molecules of 4a in the unit cell. The
stereochemistry was deduced from the crystallographic
data and the same configuration was assumed for the other
derivatives on account of their NMR spectroscopic
similarities.

Although the mechanistic details of the reaction are not
known, a plausible rationalization may be advanced to
explain the product formation (Scheme 2). Presumably,
the zwitterionic intermediate8–10 formed from quinoline
and the dialkyl acetylenedicarboxylates is protonated by
3 to furnish intermediate 5, which is attacked by carbanion
6 to produce 7. This intermediate is converted to product 4

via a 1,3-proton shift and cyclization.
Under similar reaction conditions, N-methylimidazole

and 4-methylpyridine produced 1,4-zwitterionic16,17 com-
pounds 9 and 10, respectively (Scheme 3).18

The 1H NMR spectrum of 9 exhibited four singlets iden-
tified as N-methyl (d 2.50 ppm), methoxy (d 3.53 and
3.73 ppm) and N–CH@N (d 9.11 ppm) protons, along with
two doublets (d 4.26 and 5.92 ppm, 3J = 8.9 Hz) for the
vicinal aliphatic methine protons. The 1H NMR and 13C
NMR spectra of 10 were similar to those for 9 except for
the heterocyclic moiety, which exhibited characteristic reso-
nances in appropriate regions of the spectrum. Observation
of a single resonance for the two keto groups of the 1,3-
indanedione residue supports the open-chain structures
for 9 and 10. The keto groups in the corresponding cyclic
structures 11 and 12 (Scheme 3) are diastereotopic and
would exhibit two different resonances in the 13C spectrum.

In summary, we have reported a transformation involv-
ing N-heterocycles and dialkyl acetylenedicarboxylates in
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the presence of 1,3-indanedione, which affords a new route
to the stereoselective synthesis of spiro compounds. The
present procedure has the advantage that not only is the
reaction performed under neutral conditions, but also
the reactants can be mixed without any prior activation
or modification.
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CH2Cl2 was added to a stirred solution of 0.28 g of DMAD (2 mmol)
and 0.29 g of 1,3-indanedione (2 mmol) in 10 mL of dry CH2Cl2 at
room temperature. The reaction mixture was then allowed to stir for
24 h. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure, and the
residue was separated by silica gel (Merck 230–240 mesh) column
chromatography using a 4:1 hexane–EtOAc mixture as eluent to
afford the pure product. Compound 9: Yellow crystals, 190–192 �C
(decomp.), yield: 0.70 g (95%). IR (KBr) (mmax/cm�1): 2930, 1725,
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H, 5.02; N, 7.70. 1H NMR: d 2.50 (3H, s, N–Me), 3.53 (3H, s, OMe),
3.73 (3H, s, OMe), 4.26 (1H, d, 3J = 8.9 Hz, CH), 5.92 (1H, d,
3J = 8.9 Hz, CH), 6.97–6.99 (2H, m, CH), 7.15–7.17 (2H, m, CH),
7.50 (1H, s, CH), 7.55 (1H, s, CH), 9.11 (1H, s, CH). 13C NMR: d 35.6
(N–Me), 41.7 (CH), 51.6 (OMe), 53.0 (OMe), 60.3 (CH), 95.4 (C–),
116.8 (2CH), 122.4 (CH), 122.7 (CH), 129.0 (2CH), 137.3 (CH), 139.9
(2C), 168.2 (C@O), 172.0 (C@O), 187.7 (2C@O). Compound 10:
Yellow crystals; 160–162 �C (decomp.), yield: 0.73 g (96%). IR (KBr)
(mmax/cm�1): 2930, 1730, 1725, 1700, 1695, 1635, 1417, 1171. MS (EI,
70 eV): m/z (%) = 381 (4), 365 (9), 334 (12), 288 (14), 256 (40), 228
(32), 197 (30), 170 (35), 113 (28), 93 (100), 76 (50), 59 (60), 42 (20).
Anal. Calcd for C21H19NO6 (381.39): C, 66.14; H, 5.02; N, 3.67.
Found: C, 66.01; H, 5.18; N, 3.78. 1H NMR: d 2.48 (3H, s, Me), 3.56
(3H, s, OMe), 3.72 (3H, s, OMe), 4.47 (1H, d, 3J = 10.0 Hz, CH), 5.46
(1H, d, 3J = 10.0 Hz, CH), 6.92–6.94 (2H, m, CH), 7.13–7.15 (2H, m,
CH), 7.79 (2H, d, 3J = 5.0 Hz, CH), 7.77 (2H, d, 3J = 5.0 Hz, CH).
13C NMR: d 21.4 (Me), 41.8 (CH), 51.7 (OMe), 53.4 (OMe), 60.2
(CH), 95.0 (C�), 116.9 (2CH), 127.0 (2CH), 129.0 (2CH), 139.6
(2C), 144.7 (2CH), 160.0 (C), 167.6 (C@O), 171.3 (C@O), 187.6 (2
C@O).
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